
Report of the Southern Division Director 

Date: 9 April 2022 

 

As with most Toastmasters organisations, Southern Division of District 69 has struggled with 

membership and club retention over the last few years. Covid-19 restrictions have severely 

impacted clubs abilities to meet “in person”. While many clubs have resorted to “on line” 

meetings, many members find this form of communication less than satisfactory. 

Southern Division has one Suspended club (Griffith Guild). There have been no renewals 

paid by this club over the last two renewal periods. As it is a University based club, I sent an 

email to the club via the club link designated by the University. There was no response. The 

suspension of this club is unlikely to change during this renewal period.  I have also been 

advised that the Tweed Valley club has voted to dissolve and if it has not already done so, 

will shortly be submitting the requisite paperwork.  

Wyndham club is experiencing difficulties. It is a corporate club and several members have 

left the company. They are currently running a Speechcraft course to try to attract new 

members. With these renewals, it may struggle to achieve “In good standing” status. 

On a positive note, potential club “Scenic Rim” held a demonstration meeting on Thursday 

17th March. I was advised that there were over 20 attendees and interest seemed excellent. 

The Area 24 Director indicates that the club is likely to charter before the end of this TM 

year. 

Former Area 23 Director Kerstin Huebel has commenced efforts to establish an “on line” club 

on Norfolk Island. She indicates that it won’t charter this TM year, but may charter by the 

October 2022 renewal period. 

The second round of club visits has commenced by the Area Directors. Four full reports 

have been submitted. Two incomplete reports have been submitted. Two visits have been 

scheduled using TI website. 

The District Realignment report was discussed at the Southern Division Council meeting. 

There were no objections to the report, but Eternity Club wishes to remain in Area 6. 

Assuming Scenic Rim charters, it is expected that it will be located in Area 24. As no 

response has been received regarding Griffith Guild TM Club, it is expected that the club will 

remain suspended or be terminated. The Southport club has no objection to being moved 

into Area 6. 

Pending membership levels being maintained after the renewals period, the following DCP 

levels have been achieved: 

 3 clubs have achieved President’s Distinguished level (Oasis on Broadbeach, Gold 

Coast Hub & Elanora Early Morning);  

 2 clubs have achieved Select Distinguished level (Palm Beach – Currumbin and 

Upper Coomera). Although 2 other clubs have achieved Select Distinguished level 

(Gold Coast City Council and Leaders by Design), they still have to achieve the 

membership requirement to be recognised; and 

 1 club has achieved Distinguished level (Robina). Although 3 other clubs have 

reached Distinguished level (Gold Coast, Kings and Nerang), they still have to 

achieve the membership requirement to be recognised.  



The Southern Division Speech Contests was held on 19th March and was well attended by 

79 people. The Program Quality Director has been advised of the Contest winners. 

The Contests were followed by a brief celebration of the D69 50th Anniversary. D69 Program 

Quality Director (Kevin Croft gave a speech. D69’s first District Governor (Russ Walkington) 

also gave a speech. Member Jules Matty proposed a toast to D69.  

The Southern Division Council meeting was held on 21st March (via Zoom). Minutes of the 

meeting have been distributed to the clubs.   

 

I move that the report of the Southern Division Director be received. 

Lou Cervetto 

Southern Division Director 

 

 


