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“Be the change you wish to see in the world” – Mahatma Ghandi 
 
As we move close to the end of the first half of this Toastmaster’s year, we have a lot on which to 
reflect. There have been so many things that we could not have anticipated. Our members have 
shown sustainability in deveoping skills that have helped us to survive the challenges. Change is a 
natural part of our daily lives, but the changes we have experienced this year have been 
extraordinary. 
 
Speech contests and the District conference are still impacted by the Toastmasters International 
directive that all speech contests at Area, Division and District level cannot be conducted in person 
up to 30 June 2021. These decisions were made to support the safety of members because of the 
Covid 19 pandemic. 
 
This presented a problem with organising the District conference at Novatel Twin Waters Resort 
due on Friday 30th April to Sunday 2nd May 2021. Several weeks of negotiations with the Novatel 
failed to result in a satisfactory alternative for the use of funds already paid to the Novatel. The 
final decision was to cancel the booking which resulted in a financial penalty and a refund of the 
remainder of the deposits paid. 
  
Those members who had paid a partial or full registration for the conference have already or will 
receive a full refund of the amount paid. Please contact Finance Manager, Ying, if you have not 
received your refund yet. 
 
The 2020/2021 District 69 conference will now be held fully online at no cost to members. This is 
an opportunity for some creative, innovative thinking to showcase the talents of district 69 
members. Toastmasters International have notified District that we will have a visit by International 
President, Richard Peck to coincide with the conference. This may be in person or online 
depending on the Covid situation. This will be an opportunity for us to meet Richard and to 
showcase our district. 
 
When we were notified that contests still had to be online, District Executive Committee members 
met to discuss our options. The decision was made that District 69 would only conduct 
International and Humorous speech contests. This decision in no way devalues Table Topics and 
Evaluation contests. We understand that these skills are the cornerstone of Toastmasters 
educational program. The decision was based on the logistics of conducting these contests.  
 
Although our membership numbers have reduced largely because of the effects of Covid 19, 
District 69 is doing well against other districts around the world. 
 
Several strategies introduced by Toastmasters International have been designed to support 
districts and members through these difficult times. 

1. A negotiated special discount for District zoom subscriptions has allowed us to add a third 
zoom account. This has allowed more access for Areas and Divisions.  
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2. International President, Richard Peck, announced that all members who renew their 
membership for the October 2020 renewal period by 31 December will receive an additional 
free Pathways path. Many of our members have already taken advantage of this offer. 

3. Toastmasters International has relaxed the rules for reinstatement of suspended clubs and 
for clubs not in good standing to return to being in good standing. 

 
Online meetings and events have become a natural part of our Toastmasters activities. We have 
already held successful online District Leadership training, Club Officer training. District Change 
Over event and Hall of Fame. These events do not just happen. They take a lot of planning and 
use of member resources. We thank all those members who have contributed towards making 
each of these events successful. Online access also allowed us to attend the first online 
International Convention. What an amazing achievement. It is pleasing to see that some of our 
clubs have returned to in person meetings. By respecting the conditions set down by our 
governments, we hope that this trend will continue.  
 
This year, District 69 leadership is focusing on recognition. We are continuing to award Level 5 
pins for each path members complete. We have also reintroduced the Triple Crown award for 
members who complete three or more Pathways awards in one year. We are also looking for 
members who show exceptional skills, behaviors or leadership in their clubs, areas or divisions to 
be recognized with an Outstanding Toastmaster pin. We also continue to award Thanks a Million 
cards to members. Unfortunately, Toastmasters International has not approved a continuation of 
the Service award pins and we are unable to purchase or award any more. Members who achieve 
milestones in membership will still be recognized.  
 
My mission this year is to make every member feel valued. As part of this, there are monthly panel 
discussions and Members First conversations. These are available on the District 69 Members 
Facebook Group and the District You Tube channel. The aim is for us to connect with our fellow 
members across the district. 
 
Thank you for your support and dedication to your clubs. Members are the heart and soul of the 
district. Without members, the district would cease to exist. Thank you to the district leadership 
team. We all have the best interests of our members at the core of everything that we do. It has 
been a challenging year, but challenges help us to grow. Let us grow in harmony by supporting 
each other through these difficult times.  
 
Barbara 
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