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International President slays World 
Champion of Public Speaking  

 
World Champion of Public Speaking Mark Hunter 
(with the tragic face) and International President 
Gary Schmidt (the smiling assassin) ham it up at 

the District 69 Convention in Caloundra  
 
 



                        5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 

 Greetings fellow members of District 69  
 
    Welcome to the last edition of Corroboree for the year 2009-2010.  This is the first time that the  
     link is being distributed to all club Secretaries for distribution to all club members.  I extend a  
     huge thanks to our retiring editor, Joycelyn Brent, for producing a great magazine for our   
     members.  

 
What an exciting year it has been with many many highlights. They include: 
 

¶ Mark Hunterôs win at the International Convention and his enormous  contribution to District since August 

¶ Our International Presidentôs visit to our District Convention  

¶ A very successful Convention and an innovative SAC  

¶ Our new website which more and more members are using 

¶ Districtós use of Facebook and Twitter 

¶ Our Directory being available on line to all members 

¶ Introduction of our Travelling Gavel now with Kawana Toastmasters 

¶ Use of conference calls for executive meetings and leadership meetings 

¶ Growth in our Division Governors and Area Governors 

 
Our year still has one month to go.  Are there still things you want to achieve? 
I urge you to focus on your goals and visualize your result.  Believe that you can do it and you will achieve them. 
 
It has been rewarding to see our members plugging into Toastmastersô many powercharged programs and achieving 
beyond their expectations.  When we improve our communication skills our confidence grows, we take on leadership 
roles and we serve our clubs and communities.  Toastmasters skills become life skills!!  
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity of being your District Governor for this year.  It is an amazing experience which 
I have truly enjoyed.  There have been challenges but always support.  I have had challenges but learnt from them.  We 
have had many successes thanks to the positive attitudes and commitment from you the members in your clubs.  I 
have learnt so much from all of you.  
 
Congratulations Bruce on your election to the role of District Governor for 2010-2011.  To Bruce, John, Charlie and your 
team, I wish you a very successful year.  I look forward to being able to use the skills and knowledge that I have gained 
as a member in my clubs.  
 
Anais Nin said òEach contact with a human being is so rare, so precious, one should preserve itñ.  I will remember the 
smiles, the hands of friendship and the words of wisdom that I have had from all I have met in my last 3 years during 
my District leadership roles.   
 
 
Thank you  
Coral McVean DTM  
District Governor 2009 -2010  
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As full details of membersô educational awards and the names of new members are posted on the District Website the 
following reports from the Lt Gov. Education & Training and the Lt Governor Marketing are intended to provide a 
summary.   

 

From our Lieutenant -Governors  

Lt Governor Education & Training  

As the time on our year of 2009-2010 ticks over I look 
back and feel so proud of what we have achieved. 
We have seen club officer training days where 
Divisions have been successful in offering both more 
days and different times.  
 
Central Division Presidents weekend continues to be 
popular.  Under the leadership of Ros Scoble 
Western Division introduced ñLeadership with Gruntò 
which I am sure will become a regular event. 
 
Eastern Division hosted a wonderful Semi Annual 
Conference including the Amazing Race and the 
introduction of Toastmasters Expo.  Our hosts for 
2010 are the members of Boomerang Club with 
assistance from members of Area 4.  They look 
forward to seeing everyone in Yeppoon on November 
13th & 14th. 
 
Club Officer Training  
It is wonderful to see so many leaders take the 
opportunity to receive official training.  I donôt believe 
everyone views leadership in Toastmasters as the 
opportunity to develop skills that it really is.  
 
**The following information is based on 168 clubs 
having 7 executive members each. 
 First round;      690 executive attended (59%) 
 Second round; 525 executive attended (45%) 
 
It is satisfying that eighty six clubs were recognised 
for the ñtraining goalò in the Distinguished Club 
Program.  

Congratulations to our five Distinguished 
Toastmasters.  
 Barrie Fuller (his second one), Metropolitan Division 
Jan Griffin, Julia Hassall, Tony Hassall and Barry 
Mason all from Western Division. 
 
Communication and Leadership Awards  
(as at 28th May) 
To date members have achieved the following; 
 
Advanced Communicator 
 Bronze 67 
 Silver  47 
 Gold  18 
Leadership 
 Competent   100 
 Bronze    19 
 Silver       7 
Leadership Excellence (HPL)  22 
 
To all who have been involved in leading a club, 
organising training, Semi Annual Conference, the 
Annual Convention or been part of our District 
executive or support team, thank you.  I hope that for 
you, as for me, it has been a  ñJourney of Discoveryò. 
 
 
Bruce George DTM 
Lt Governor Education & Training 

District 69 Leaders 2010 -11 
 

The District Leadership trio for 2010-11 will be: 
 
  District 69 Governor     Bruce George DTM 
 
  Lt Gov. Education and Training   John Kay DTM 
 
  Lt. Gov. Marketing      Charlie Starrett ACS CL 
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Project Management  

At the University of the Sunshine Coast, there is a subject called Project Management.  Quite a few of our members are 
probably employed as Project Managers.  A project is defined as a collection of activities and tasks designed to achieve 
a specific but temporary goal of the organisation, with specific performance or quality requirements, all the while subject 
to time and cost constraints. (Pyren 1994) 
 
When we take on a management role in Toastmasters we become Project Managers ï we are not taking on the job for 
life.  In most cases, we have one year in which to complete our project; whether it be Sergeant at Arms for our club or 
District Governor.  In May we held elections for the 2010-2011 year and we appointed our new team of project 
managers. 
 
You are probably wondering at this stage what skills you require for your role.  Check out the following list: 

Communication ï we are a communications organisation 
Learning ï Take advantage of Club Officer Training and the manuals supplied. 
Planning and organising  
Self management  
Teamwork ï every leadership role in Toastmasters involves a team 
Technology ï welcome to the modern world 
Problem Solving  

Initiative and enterprise  

Guess what? ï you can put these skills on your personal résumé at the end of the year. 
 
Clients.  
All projects are carried out to fulfil the needs of a particular client.  In our case, the client is not Toastmaster International 
- it is the members of our clubs.  Successful achievements may earn you points with Toastmasters, but the real success 
comes from members who have become competent and successful people because of what we have done for them. 
Whether you are a Club President, Vice President Membership or Division Governor, the aim of your project this year is 
to assist your members to develop. 
 
Whatôs in it for me? (WIFM) 
Unlike Project Managers in Industry, we cannot command a huge monetary reward.  The District Governor is said to 
receive a six figure salary ï but they are all noughts.   
 
On the other hand, the future of any Project Manager in Industry depends on whether they can use each project to build 
their skills, confidence and reputation. 
 
Skills, confidence and reputation  are three objectives that we should all be striving for.  They will not only give us 
satisfaction as Toastmasters but to help us throughout our lives. 
 
Celebration  
One of the advantages of Project Management is that it has a defined start and finish - we get to celebrate at the end of 
every year.  While it is time to prepare for the coming year it is also time to celebrate the project managers who have 
been responsible for setting the standard this year. 
 
District 69 is completing a very successful year for 2009-2010 and should be a Distinguished District.  Our District 

Governor, Coral McVean and her team of Governors, Presidents and Club Executives are to be congratulated ï Party 

time!!!. 

 

John Kay, DTM 
Lieutenant Governor Marketing,   2009- 2010. 

LT Governor Marketing  
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Alice Springs Toastmaster Pushpa Vida will vie for the title of World Champion of Public Speaking when she 
represents District 69 in the USA in August. 
 

Pushpa won the International speech contest at the District Convention in Caloundra, 26 years after the 
previous woman, Loretta Mason, won it in 1984.  She also finished in second place in the Table Topics 
(impromptu) contest.   Pushpa said she owed her development as a speaker to current World Champion 
Mark Hunter, who hosted the final round of competitions as contest chairman. 
 

ñWhat I have learned from Mark is that every speech has to be passionate and must have a message. 
Listening to his speeches and watching him in action has been a huge learning experience for me as a 
speaker.ò 
 

Pushpa, the Head of English at St Philips College in Alice Springs, said her journey to this yearôs District 
Convention was a supportive and rewarding one.  
 
ñItôs not about winning; itôs about being enriched along the wayò, she said. 
 

Pushpa first competed in the International speech contest in 2004, just a year after joining Alice Springs 
Toastmasters. That year she finished in second place behind Mark Hunter at the District Convention in 
Roma.  
 

Mark has won the District finals of the International speech contest six times since 1996.  He took out the 
World Champion of Public Speaking title in 2009 - one of only two Australians to win the International 
speech contest in Toastmastersô 75-year history.  
 

Pushpa will now compete at the Toastmasters International Convention from 11-14 August at the Desert 
Springs JW Marriott Resort and Spa in Palm Desert, California. 
 

More than 300 delegates from across Queensland, Northern Territory and NSW attended the District 69 
Convention, held at The Events Centre in Caloundra from 30 April to 3 May.  The Convention was hosted by 
Mercuryôs Motivators, an advanced Toastmasters club which meets monthly around Queenslandôs Sunshine 
Coast. 
 

District Governor Coral McVean said the 2010 Convention was a perfect example of TEAM. 
ñTogether everyone achieves more. Our Convention Convenor Sue Kruger did an amazing job of guiding 
and inspiring her team.  I felt so proud of everyone who had assisted and everyone who had attended,ò 
Coral said.  ñOur members definitely óunlocked their passionsô - we were inspired by our International 
Presidentôs sessions and contributions, our speech contests, educational sessions, our participation in the 
business of our District, guest speakers, keynote speaker Mark Hunter, the fun night, the networking and the 
forming of new friendships.ò 
 

Toastmasters International President Gary Schmidt presented an educational on the Secrets of Successful 
Leaders.  His three key secrets were building personal relationships, communication and service to others. 
 

Despite an unexpected dual to the death with light sabers between Gary and World Champion Mark Hunter, 
the latter was resuscitated to present his keynote address at the Monday morning breakfast.  Mark spoke of 
the challenges of being an ñexplorerò or a ñtouristò along the Toastmasters journey. 
 

Other guest speakers during the Convention included Julie Cross and Member for Caloundra Mark McArdle 
MP. 
 
Convention photos, winners of the website / newsletter competitions and details of the Salute to the Stars 
are available on the District 69 website http://www.toastmastersd69.org and Facebook page. 
 
 
 
Submitted by Hari Kotrotsios, 2009-2010 VPPR Mercuryôs Motivators. 

District 69 Convention ña great success  
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International Speech Contest winners:  1st Pushpa Vida 
        2nd Alison Cleaver 
        3rd Jock Elliott 

District Speech Contest Results 2010  

L-R: Gary Schmidt 
(International President), 
Jock Elliott (3rd), Alison 
Cleaver (2nd), Pushpa Vida 
(1st), Kevin Wright, Mark 
Hunter (Contest Chairman). 

Table Topics Contest winners:  1st Kayt Duncan 
       2nd Pushpa Vida 
       3rd Philip Clynes 

L-R:  Pushpa Vida (2nd), Kayt 
Duncan (1st), Philip Clynes (3rd), 
Gary Schmidt, John Law (Sponsor 
for Table Topics), Lois Beedie 
(Contest Chairman). 
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Evaluation Contest winners:   1st Lorraine Lehmann 
       2nd Kate George 
       3rd Donna Kildea 

L-R:   Gary Schmidt, Donna Kildea 
(3rd), Lorraine Lehmann (1st), Kate 
George (2nd), Kate Ayers (Contest 
Chairman), Kevin Wright (who stood 
in for Martin Jonkers Contest 
Sponsor). 

Humorous Speech Contest winners:   1st Terry Hicks 
         2nd Kayt Duncan 
         3rd Robyn Maciejewski 

L-R:  Robyn Maciejewski (3rd), 
Terry Hicks (1st), Kayt Duncan 
(2nd), Jodie Martin (Contest 
Sponsor), Gary Schmidt, Ian 
McLaren (Contest Chairman) 

 

 

BEST CLUB NEWSLETTER  
 

 Winner:  Young Achievers 
   EditorðLeonard Scuderi 

 
 

 

BEST CLUB WEBSITE  
 

 Winner:  Kilcoy 
   WebmasterðDan Sheehan 
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What started off as an idea 2 years previously, blossomed 
into a wonderful, exciting event that ran smoothly & 
efficiently for the whole weekend.  When we started to plan, 
we had no idea that our Convention would be attended by 
the International President Gary Schmidt & that we would 
have our very own World Champion of Public Speaking 
Mark Hunter in attendance.  In fact, we thought our numbers 
would be down as Sydney was going to be hosting the 
International Convention not long after & that many people 
would be saving their money & taking their holidays to 
coincide with Sydney.   
 
As a member of the host Club, Mercuryôs Motivators, I was 
asked to be the Convenor & it appealed immediately but 
scared me as well as I had never organized an event of 
such magnitude.  However, I was confident that the Club 
would be behind me & knew that most of the members were 
very experienced & had attended a lot more Conventions 
than me. And knowing I had the support of my partner 
helped immensely.  
 
Having such an experienced team with diverse talents 
proved to be an absolute bonus as we had a willing & 
capable person to do nearly every job required.  And 
because our members were drawn from 3 Areas - 16, 3 & 
22, we were also able to enlist extra helpers for those jobs 
that required particular expertise like a Treasurer, a logo 
designer, handbook publisher, a newshound, a 
photographer, a decorator, a bargain-hunter for raffle prizes, 
& a professional Chairman.   
 
The big day finally arrived & the team was there early to set 
up & we were ready, waiting & organized when the first 

registrants came through the door. I personally loved seeing 
it all come together & working so well from start to finish & I 
gave thanks many times during that weekend for such a 
wonderful team that contributed to that feeling of satisfaction 
& achievement.    
 
Any dramas were soon resolved without fuss thanks to a 
great management team from the Events Centre. Our one 
disappointment with them was that they didnôt provide the 
hot breakfast we ordered for Monday morning but I do feel 
they did their best to appease us with their extra offer of 
food.  And a few of the special meals people were not happy 
with their food so these comments have been passed on to 
the Events Centre.  I was one of the special meals 
recipients & was very happy with my meals for the whole 
weekend.  
 
Not many evaluation forms were handed in so we didnôt get 
a lot of written feedback, however the many verbal feedback 
comments & emails & facebook notations have been 
extremely positive & encouraging.  
 
So from my point of view, the weekend was a success, the 
team was exceptional & I enjoyed the experience 
completely.  I walked out of the Centre on Monday feeling 
that we did a great job & that many people were very happy 
with our efforts and that the Caloundra Convention would be 
fondly remembered for many years to come. What more 
could a Convenor ask for? 
     Sue Kruger (Convenor)          
 
 

  

Photo: Convention Committee 

2010 Convention Caloundra ðFrom the Convenorôs Point of View 
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March to May Madness  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

All the pieces come together!  
 

 

There has been a fantastic response to our District 69 March to May Madness! membership 

drive. This is how the clubs finished on May 31st 2010. 
 

1 Club with 10 new members  
Sunnybank  
3 Clubs with 8 new members   
Gold Coast; Riverside; Hervey Bay   
3 Clubs with 7 new members   
Gympie Goaldiggers; API; Indooroopilly   
6 Clubs with 6 new members   
Ballina; Telstra Transit; Goalsetters; Business Focus; Ipswich; 111   
8 Clubs with 5 new members   
Caloundra; Forest Lake; Boyd Park; Tamborine Mtn; Southern Cross; Maunsell Raconteurs; Innisfail: 
Leaders By Design  
13 Clubs with 4 new members  
Nambour; USC Speakers; DC; Aurecon; Townsville; Townsville City Council; Marlin Coast; Gold Coast 
Council; MullumMagic; Uniting; Goondiwindi; Springfield Lakes; Capalaba  
23 Clubs with 3 new members  
36 Clubs with 2 new members  
37 Clubs with 1 new member  
 
Congratulations to the 130 clubs  which have gained at least one new member and to 21 Toastmasters Clubs 
which have achieved the target of 5 or more new members between March 1st and May 31st 2010! 
 
A Success/Leadership or Success/Communication module is awarded to each of these 21 Clubs.  
 
The pieces have come together nicely! 
 
Charlie Starrett  
District 69 Public Relations Officer 2009-10  
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Beat The Clock  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beat The Clock is a Toastmasters International membership drive which encourages clubs to gain 5 

or more new, dual or reinstated members between 1 May - 30 June 2010 

Exciting news on the membership front! The following 11 clubs have already achieved this target at 

the halfway stage: 

9 ï Riverside; Gold Coast  

8 - Palm Beach/ Currumbin  

6 - Gympie Goaldiggers; API; Twin Towns; Southport  

5 - Crest; Kilcoy; Peninsula; Townsville City Council; Leaders By Design; Capalaba; 

Seechange  

 

Congratulations. I am sure other Clubs will achieve their goal by the end of June 

 

Toastmasters International reward clubs achieving this target with 10% off orders from their supplies. 

 

 

Charlie Starrett 

District 69 Public Relations Officer 2009-10  
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PARTNERS UNDER THE SOUTHERN CROSS 
 
If I considered myself a ñconvention junkyò before, then this last month has confirmed my addiction beyond 
any doubt! Starting with our own District 69 Convention in Caloundra, the following weekend saw me in 
Wellington, New Zealand to enjoy the Kiwi hospitality at the District 72 Conference. The reception was great 
and they certainly know how to enjoy themselves. Next stop was the District 73 conference in Ballarat, 
Victoria where the final preparations for the realignment of the district into two districts were put in place. In 
2011-2012 District 73 will comprise the clubs in Tasmania, Victoria and South Australia with Western 
Australian clubs forming the as yet un-numbered new district. Great to see the growth that is occurring in the 
West. Finally to Bankstown in Sydney for the District 70 conference, where our own leadership trio of Coral, 
Bruce, John and Fran Kay together with District Parliamentarian Graham Miller, were treated to wonderful 
presentations from past World Champion of Public Speaking Darren LaCroix and our own current World 
Champion Mark Hunter. 
 
Over the past few years the Australian and New Zealand Districts have been developing a closer 
relationship which has seen a greater interchange of members attending District Conferences and 
establishing a firm base for Region 12 which comes into effect as of the start of the 2010/11 Toastmaster 
year. The adoption of a Region 12 theme of ñPartners Under the Southern Crossò sums up the emerging 
spirit of our new region. In August this year at the International Convention in Palm Desert members will 
vote for their choice of International Directors to represent their respective regions. As you are aware I am 
running as your candidate for Region 12; I need your vote. Please ensure your club proxies are validated on 
time, or should you have a member of your club attending the International Convention make sure you 
submit the name of that delegate on-line, as every vote counts.  
 
The direction we take and the decisions we make will determine the level of service we can deliver to our 
members in Region 12. It is the responsibility of each club to ensure that their membersô voice is heard at 
the business session in Palm Desert. Let us make sure we always ñRemember the Memberò by having a 
100% return of the club proxies this year. 

 
  
 
 
 Mike Storkey DTM PDG 
 Candidate for International Director 
 Region 12 
 
 

 
Healthy Chatterers Toastmasters Club 

Invites you to join our 

Charter Celebrations 

9am Sunday 20 June 2010 

at 

The Homestead Hotel 

114 Zillmere Rd 

Boondall 

 

 
 

 

Monica:  monicaorourke@yahoo.com 
Buffet Breakfast $25  

BSB: 084-269 Acc: 54 780 2381 (NAB Kippa-Ring) 
(Reference your surname) 
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Virtual Brand Portal  
Customisable Templates  

 

Did you know there are customisable templates that your club can use on the Toastmasters International 
website? 
 
These can be personalised to Club or Club Officer requirements. A few of these are listed here: 
 

Agenda  
Business Cards  
Letterhead  
Brochure  
Marketing Flyer  
Corporate Info Flyer 
Open House PowerPoint 
Meeting Invitation 

  
 
How about printing a set of business cards which can be used for networking?  
 
Or using the Meeting Invitation to raise the expectations and hence quality of your meetings? 
 
There are many resources on the Toastmasters International website. Check out http://
www.toastmasters.org/vbp/ 
 
Simply add your details, print out or save and e-mail as an attachment.  
 
Visit the website and find out what else is there... 
 
Charlie Starrett  
District 69 Public Relations Officer 2009-10  

 

 
 

¶ Member of Sunshine Coast Club 

¶ Member of Caboolture Club 

¶ Member of Nambour Club 

¶ Area 8 Governor 1979-80 

¶ Division 2 Governor 1987-88 

¶ Club Extension Chairman 1988-89 

¶ Speechcraft Chairman 1989-90 

 
Paul Browning was laid to rest 31st May 2010.  His funeral was 
well attended by Toastmasters who knew him, including 5 Past 
District Governors and the current District Governor. 
 
He will be missed. 

VALE 
 

PAUL WOOLNOUGH BROWNING DTM  

 

Stanthorpe Toastmasters  
celebrate two DTMs  

 
Congratulations to Julia and Tony Hassall.  Both 
are Past Presidents of Stanthorpe Club.  Julia is 
currently Vice President Education.  Tony is 
Treasurer. 
 
                       Submitted by Josh Furness VPPR 
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Death of TLI?  
 

In 1897, Mark Twain wrote that ñThe report of my death was an exaggeration".  I think it is a fit quote to use with 
respect to the District 69 Toastmasters Leadership Institute. 

 

This year, the District team will not have a TLI chairman, responsible for TLI training throughout the whole district.  
However, each division will still have TLI coordinators to ensure that Club Officer training is available to all clubs. 

Instead of reporting to a TLI chairman, TLI coordinators will work more closely with the Division Governors and Area 
Governors.  After all, it is these Governors who are responsible for training within their Divisions and it is the Lieutenant 
Governor Education and Training who has been elected to take ultimate responsibility. 

 

TLI training is currently being carried out in all Divisions by some very competent Toastmasters and this will continue.  
The main role of TLI is Club Officer Training ï making sure that all of our club officers have the knowledge and skills to 
make their club valuable for their members.  The Division Governor in conjunction with the Area Governors and TLI 
coordinators of their Division should also be looking carefully at what additional training is needed by Club Officers and 
members of their particular Division. 

 

At District Training, we will be looking at training needs for isolated clubs like Roma, Darwin and Alice Springs.  We will 
also be looking at what additional training is required.  Central Division has its Presidentôs weekend, Western Division 
runs leadership training and other Divisions will be asked to look at ways in which they can ñvalue addò to the 
experiences of their members. 

 

There will be no return to the bad old days (before TLI) when an Area Governor could go to a club, do a ten minute 
presentation at the end of the meeting and mark the club off as trained.  Our aim is not to get points - it is to provide 
members with valuable training. 

 

Another change that has been implemented is the removal of District-based Mentors for every Club Officer Role.  
Training is carried out by competent and experienced members and these are more accessible and better able to 
provide mentoring for the people they have trained.  Iôm sure that trainers of Club Officers would have no objection to 
assisting their trainees throughout the year. 

 

As we are changing the TLI organisation to some extent, perhaps an organisational chart will best explain the model to 
be used in 2010-2011.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kay, DTM 
Lieutenant Governor Education and Training, 2010- 2011. 

Toastmasters Leadership Institute 

What is happening with TLI? 

Check the dates for training in your Division  
 

Information about dates and venues for Training in all Divisions has been posted on the District 
website and can be found under the heading CLUB OFFICER TRAINING  
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The History Page  

(John Scouller, DTM. PDG. District Historian) 

 

DISTRICT 69ôS TOP THREE 
 

 
As a result of the District Officer Elections at the recent District 69 Convention, Districtôs top three for 2010/2011 will be an 
all male team. 
 
The question was asked of the District Historian, when was the last time that that had happened? The short answer is 
1990/1991. However the composition of District 69ôs top three positions has fluctuated significantly between the sexes over 
the years. 
 
 1971/72 )       1991/92 ) 
 1972/73 )       1992/93 ) 
 1973/74 ) All Male (Women admitted Aug. 1973) 1993/94 ) 
 1974/75 )       1994/95 ) Mixed 
 1975/76 )       1995/96 ) 
 1976/77 )       1996/97 ) 
 1977/78 )       1997/98 ) 
 1978/79 ) Mixed      1998/99 ) 
 1979/80 )       1999/00 ) All Female 
 1980/81 )       2000/01 Mixed 
 1981/82 ) All Male     2001/02 (July /Dec) Mixed 
 1982/83 )       2001/02 ) (Jan/June) All Female 
 1983/84  Mixed      2002/03 ) 
 1984/85   All Female     2003/04 ) 
 1985/86 )       2004/05 ) 
 1986/87 )       2005/06 ) 
 1987/88 ) Mixed      2006/07 ) Mixed 
 1988/89 )       2007/08 ) 
 1989/90 )       2008/09 ) 
 1990/91  All Male     2009/10 ) 
         2010/11 All Male 
 
              John Scouller DTM. PDG 
              District Historian 

INTERNATIONAL SPEECH CONTEST  
 

We congratulate Pushpa Vida from Alice Springs Club, for her great 
win in the International Speech Contest at District Convention.  Pushpa 
will now follow all those great speakers from District 69 who have 
represented our District at the International Convention. 
 
Paula Lindermann from Sunnybank Club won at District in 1981 and 
contested the Downunder Contest.  At the time, the winning speakers 
from Districts 69, 70, 72 and 73 competed in the Downunder Contest 
for the right to attend the International Convention and compete in the 
Inter-District Speech Contest.  The winner of that contest then entered 
the World Championship of Public Speaking . 
 
Loretta Mason from Ingham Club won at District level and at 
Downunder in 1984 and went to Orlando Florida and was placed 
second in the Inter-District Speech Contest.  
 
From 1990 our District winners have gone direct to the International 
Convention for the Inter-District Speech Contest.  
 
So Pushpa will be only the second woman from District 69 to represent 
our District at the Inter-District Speech Contest. 

Pushpa Vida 

Page 14 



Why Evaluate?  
 
It is a belief commonly held that evaluation is the real 
strength of Toastmasters.  To evaluate effectively, then, 
promotes the strength of the Toastmasters organisation by 
creating an opportunity for learning. 

When we speak in public, our goal should be to give value 
to the audience and it is through evaluations that we learn 
from the audience how well our presentation was received 
and how well we presented our message. 

Therefore, how an evaluator presents his/her evaluation 
not only gives value to the presenter, it gives value to the 
audience of Toastmasters who have both listened to the 
presentation being evaluated and want to learn from the 
points raised from the evaluator. 

Simply, an evaluation is a process to educate both the 
presenter and the audience. 

 

Presenting points in an evaluation  

Bearing in mind the educational focus of an evaluation, it is 
important to have a clear process on how to present the 
points of the presentation that were done well and those 
that may need some tweaking for future presentations. 

Well done  

When highlighting the points that enhanced the 
presentation, there is a simple formula in presenting these 
in an evaluation: 

1. Outline what was done well 

2. Demonstrate how the particular device was used 

3. Describe how it gave value and strength to the 
presentation 

For example:  ñ(Mary) used great humour in her 
presentation.  Particularly when she said, (use a phrase or 

outline a process giving the specific example used by the 
presenter to add humour effectively).  This kept the 
audience entertained and engaged and ensured that her 
message was received well by the audience.ò 

 

Challenge to change  

When presenting points for improvement, be aware that 
this is your opinion only and that the points you are 
presenting need to be presented in a supportive and 
sensitive way.  The formula to presenting these points is 
similar to the above: 

1. Outline the point you want to make 

2. Demonstrate how this can be improved 

3. Outline what impact it will have on the presentation 

For example:  ñMy challenge to Mary is to use pause more 
effectively.  When she was speaking about the impact her 
father had on her with this incidenté..  A pause following 
this ï (Use the words Mary used in the presentation ï 
pause ï then continue).  This would have then given the 
audience time to reflect on the impact of what it meant to 
Mary and also ensured that her message had time to be 
received by the audience.ò 

 

Remember  

The time allowed in an evaluation is only three minutes.  In 
this time, the maximum you can describe in an evaluation 
is three ñwell-donesò and two ñchallengesò.  Sometimes, a 
formula of two/one will be sufficient especially if these 
points need significant explanation and demonstration. 

Enjoy evaluating!  It is a skill and one that gives great 
strength to our Toastmasters organisation. 

 

Marilyn Davies ACS-CL 

EVALUATIONðChallenge to change  

CHARTER 
 

Yong was one of three clubs for 
which charter papers were given 
to the International President 
during the District Council 
meeting on the May Day long 
weekend. 
 
Pictured are D69 Governor Coral 
MdVean, LGM John Kay, 
International President Gary 
Schmidt, Brigid Low (Pres. 
Sponsor Club Mt Gravatt), Aswin 
Satya (Pres. Yong), Bruce 
George LGET. 
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Whatôs been happening in Area 11 

During Toastmasters Week Area 11 promote Toastmasters by having a 
display in the Ipswich Library, and all clubs battle in the Mayorôs 
Speech Competition.  Mayor Paul Pisasale set this yearôs topic to 
coincide with the cityôs celebration of 150 years.  ñIpswich I150, a city of 
opportunityò.  Each club receives $500 for participating and the winning 
speech receives an extra $500.  This is the second year Sylvia Masters 
has won the competition for her club Limestone.  A trophy is awarded in 
memory of dearly missed member of Ipswich Club, Graham Mitchell.  

District Governor Coral McVean and 
LGET Bruce George came along to 
present Debby Howard with her Area 
Governor of the Year Award (Debby was 
away overseas when she won the award) 

Competitors from the clubs of Area 11. 
 
 Sylvia Masters (at right of the group) won the   
 Mayorôs Speech Competition for the second  
 year in a row. 

And then.....  The Mel Keel Trophy Challenge  

 
FRIVOLITY, MAYHEM AND AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION based on theatre sports was enjoyed by 45 area 11 
toastmasters representing 8 clubs in the 10

th
 annual Mel Keel Trophy Challenge held in memory of the Rosewood 

Toastmaster.  Exhibiting fantastic talent and team spirit, our newest club, City of Ipswich in-formation was victorious. 
 
The evening was totally impromptu and organiser Bette Howard DTM, was thrilled with the fabulous audience 
interaction, enthusiasm and encouragement for EVERY club representative or team. 
 
Guest judges were Sandra Harle (Speech and 
Dramatic Arts), June Pidgeon (Music and 
Innovative Performance) and Betteôs 
granddaughter Tyne OôSullivan (Theatre 
Sports). Trish Ireland (ex Limestone TM) was 
the temperamental timekeeper. 
 
Coloured wigs, Easter bunny ears and 
diamond encrusted tiaras added extra sparkle 
and pizzazz, followed by a sumptuous supper. 
 
Congratulations to host club Morning Talkers.  
 
Bette Howard DTM 

 

Winning team: City Of Ipswich in formation. 
Maurice McGuire, Cheryl Lukritz, Daniel OôBrien, 
Errol Statham, (at front) Karen Schofield 
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