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International President slays World 
Champion of Public Speaking  

 
World Champion of Public Speaking Mark Hunter 
(with the tragic face) and International President 
Gary Schmidt (the smiling assassin) ham it up at 

the District 69 Convention in Caloundra  
 
 



                        5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 

 Greetings fellow members of District 69  
 
    Welcome to the last edition of Corroboree for the year 2009-2010.  This is the first time that the  
     link is being distributed to all club Secretaries for distribution to all club members.  I extend a  
     huge thanks to our retiring editor, Joycelyn Brent, for producing a great magazine for our   
     members.  

 
What an exciting year it has been with many many highlights. They include: 
 

¶ Mark Hunterôs win at the International Convention and his enormous  contribution to District since August 

¶ Our International Presidentôs visit to our District Convention  

¶ A very successful Convention and an innovative SAC  

¶ Our new website which more and more members are using 

¶ Districtós use of Facebook and Twitter 

¶ Our Directory being available on line to all members 

¶ Introduction of our Travelling Gavel now with Kawana Toastmasters 

¶ Use of conference calls for executive meetings and leadership meetings 

¶ Growth in our Division Governors and Area Governors 

 
Our year still has one month to go.  Are there still things you want to achieve? 
I urge you to focus on your goals and visualize your result.  Believe that you can do it and you will achieve them. 
 
It has been rewarding to see our members plugging into Toastmastersô many powercharged programs and achieving 
beyond their expectations.  When we improve our communication skills our confidence grows, we take on leadership 
roles and we serve our clubs and communities.  Toastmasters skills become life skills!!  
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity of being your District Governor for this year.  It is an amazing experience which 
I have truly enjoyed.  There have been challenges but always support.  I have had challenges but learnt from them.  We 
have had many successes thanks to the positive attitudes and commitment from you the members in your clubs.  I 
have learnt so much from all of you.  
 
Congratulations Bruce on your election to the role of District Governor for 2010-2011.  To Bruce, John, Charlie and your 
team, I wish you a very successful year.  I look forward to being able to use the skills and knowledge that I have gained 
as a member in my clubs.  
 
Anais Nin said òEach contact with a human being is so rare, so precious, one should preserve itñ.  I will remember the 
smiles, the hands of friendship and the words of wisdom that I have had from all I have met in my last 3 years during 
my District leadership roles.   
 
 
Thank you  
Coral McVean DTM  
District Governor 2009 -2010  
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As full details of membersô educational awards and the names of new members are posted on the District Website the 
following reports from the Lt Gov. Education & Training and the Lt Governor Marketing are intended to provide a 
summary.   

 

From our Lieutenant -Governors  

Lt Governor Education & Training  

As the time on our year of 2009-2010 ticks over I look 
back and feel so proud of what we have achieved. 
We have seen club officer training days where 
Divisions have been successful in offering both more 
days and different times.  
 
Central Division Presidents weekend continues to be 
popular.  Under the leadership of Ros Scoble 
Western Division introduced ñLeadership with Gruntò 
which I am sure will become a regular event. 
 
Eastern Division hosted a wonderful Semi Annual 
Conference including the Amazing Race and the 
introduction of Toastmasters Expo.  Our hosts for 
2010 are the members of Boomerang Club with 
assistance from members of Area 4.  They look 
forward to seeing everyone in Yeppoon on November 
13th & 14th. 
 
Club Officer Training  
It is wonderful to see so many leaders take the 
opportunity to receive official training.  I donôt believe 
everyone views leadership in Toastmasters as the 
opportunity to develop skills that it really is.  
 
**The following information is based on 168 clubs 
having 7 executive members each. 
 First round;      690 executive attended (59%) 
 Second round; 525 executive attended (45%) 
 
It is satisfying that eighty six clubs were recognised 
for the ñtraining goalò in the Distinguished Club 
Program.  

Congratulations to our five Distinguished 
Toastmasters.  
 Barrie Fuller (his second one), Metropolitan Division 
Jan Griffin, Julia Hassall, Tony Hassall and Barry 
Mason all from Western Division. 
 
Communication and Leadership Awards  
(as at 28th May) 
To date members have achieved the following; 
 
Advanced Communicator 
 Bronze 67 
 Silver  47 
 Gold  18 
Leadership 
 Competent   100 
 Bronze    19 
 Silver       7 
Leadership Excellence (HPL)  22 
 
To all who have been involved in leading a club, 
organising training, Semi Annual Conference, the 
Annual Convention or been part of our District 
executive or support team, thank you.  I hope that for 
you, as for me, it has been a  ñJourney of Discoveryò. 
 
 
Bruce George DTM 
Lt Governor Education & Training 

District 69 Leaders 2010 -11 
 

The District Leadership trio for 2010-11 will be: 
 
  District 69 Governor     Bruce George DTM 
 
  Lt Gov. Education and Training   John Kay DTM 
 
  Lt. Gov. Marketing      Charlie Starrett ACS CL 
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Project Management  

At the University of the Sunshine Coast, there is a subject called Project Management.  Quite a few of our members are 
probably employed as Project Managers.  A project is defined as a collection of activities and tasks designed to achieve 
a specific but temporary goal of the organisation, with specific performance or quality requirements, all the while subject 
to time and cost constraints. (Pyren 1994) 
 
When we take on a management role in Toastmasters we become Project Managers ï we are not taking on the job for 
life.  In most cases, we have one year in which to complete our project; whether it be Sergeant at Arms for our club or 
District Governor.  In May we held elections for the 2010-2011 year and we appointed our new team of project 
managers. 
 
You are probably wondering at this stage what skills you require for your role.  Check out the following list: 

Communication ï we are a communications organisation 
Learning ï Take advantage of Club Officer Training and the manuals supplied. 
Planning and organising  
Self management  
Teamwork ï every leadership role in Toastmasters involves a team 
Technology ï welcome to the modern world 
Problem Solving  

Initiative and enterprise  

Guess what? ï you can put these skills on your personal résumé at the end of the year. 
 
Clients.  
All projects are carried out to fulfil the needs of a particular client.  In our case, the client is not Toastmaster International 
- it is the members of our clubs.  Successful achievements may earn you points with Toastmasters, but the real success 
comes from members who have become competent and successful people because of what we have done for them. 
Whether you are a Club President, Vice President Membership or Division Governor, the aim of your project this year is 
to assist your members to develop. 
 
Whatôs in it for me? (WIFM) 
Unlike Project Managers in Industry, we cannot command a huge monetary reward.  The District Governor is said to 
receive a six figure salary ï but they are all noughts.   
 
On the other hand, the future of any Project Manager in Industry depends on whether they can use each project to build 
their skills, confidence and reputation. 
 
Skills, confidence and reputation  are three objectives that we should all be striving for.  They will not only give us 
satisfaction as Toastmasters but to help us throughout our lives. 
 
Celebration  
One of the advantages of Project Management is that it has a defined start and finish - we get to celebrate at the end of 
every year.  While it is time to prepare for the coming year it is also time to celebrate the project managers who have 
been responsible for setting the standard this year. 
 
District 69 is completing a very successful year for 2009-2010 and should be a Distinguished District.  Our District 

Governor, Coral McVean and her team of Governors, Presidents and Club Executives are to be congratulated ï Party 

time!!!. 

 

John Kay, DTM 
Lieutenant Governor Marketing,   2009- 2010. 

LT Governor Marketing  
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Alice Springs Toastmaster Pushpa Vida will vie for the title of World Champion of Public Speaking when she 
represents District 69 in the USA in August. 
 

Pushpa won the International speech contest at the District Convention in Caloundra, 26 years after the 
previous woman, Loretta Mason, won it in 1984.  She also finished in second place in the Table Topics 
(impromptu) contest.   Pushpa said she owed her development as a speaker to current World Champion 
Mark Hunter, who hosted the final round of competitions as contest chairman. 
 

ñWhat I have learned from Mark is that every speech has to be passionate and must have a message. 
Listening to his speeches and watching him in action has been a huge learning experience for me as a 
speaker.ò 
 

Pushpa, the Head of English at St Philips College in Alice Springs, said her journey to this yearôs District 
Convention was a supportive and rewarding one.  
 
ñItôs not about winning; itôs about being enriched along the wayò, she said. 
 

Pushpa first competed in the International speech contest in 2004, just a year after joining Alice Springs 
Toastmasters. That year she finished in second place behind Mark Hunter at the District Convention in 
Roma.  
 

Mark has won the District finals of the International speech contest six times since 1996.  He took out the 
World Champion of Public Speaking title in 2009 - one of only two Australians to win the International 
speech contest in Toastmastersô 75-year history.  
 

Pushpa will now compete at the Toastmasters International Convention from 11-14 August at the Desert 
Springs JW Marriott Resort and Spa in Palm Desert, California. 
 

More than 300 delegates from across Queensland, Northern Territory and NSW attended the District 69 
Convention, held at The Events Centre in Caloundra from 30 April to 3 May.  The Convention was hosted by 
Mercuryôs Motivators, an advanced Toastmasters club which meets monthly around Queenslandôs Sunshine 
Coast. 
 

District Governor Coral McVean said the 2010 Convention was a perfect example of TEAM. 
ñTogether everyone achieves more. Our Convention Convenor Sue Kruger did an amazing job of guiding 
and inspiring her team.  I felt so proud of everyone who had assisted and everyone who had attended,ò 
Coral said.  ñOur members definitely óunlocked their passionsô - we were inspired by our International 
Presidentôs sessions and contributions, our speech contests, educational sessions, our participation in the 
business of our District, guest speakers, keynote speaker Mark Hunter, the fun night, the networking and the 
forming of new friendships.ò 
 

Toastmasters International President Gary Schmidt presented an educational on the Secrets of Successful 
Leaders.  His three key secrets were building personal relationships, communication and service to others. 
 

Despite an unexpected dual to the death with light sabers between Gary and World Champion Mark Hunter, 
the latter was resuscitated to present his keynote address at the Monday morning breakfast.  Mark spoke of 
the challenges of being an ñexplorerò or a ñtouristò along the Toastmasters journey. 
 

Other guest speakers during the Convention included Julie Cross and Member for Caloundra Mark McArdle 
MP. 
 
Convention photos, winners of the website / newsletter competitions and details of the Salute to the Stars 
are available on the District 69 website http://www.toastmastersd69.org and Facebook page. 
 
 
 
Submitted by Hari Kotrotsios, 2009-2010 VPPR Mercuryôs Motivators. 

District 69 Convention ña great success  
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International Speech Contest winners:  1st Pushpa Vida 
        2nd Alison Cleaver 
        3rd Jock Elliott 

District Speech Contest Results 2010  

L-R: Gary Schmidt 
(International President), 
Jock Elliott (3rd), Alison 
Cleaver (2nd), Pushpa Vida 
(1st), Kevin Wright, Mark 
Hunter (Contest Chairman). 

Table Topics Contest winners:  1st Kayt Duncan 
       2nd Pushpa Vida 
       3rd Philip Clynes 

L-R:  Pushpa Vida (2nd), Kayt 
Duncan (1st), Philip Clynes (3rd), 
Gary Schmidt, John Law (Sponsor 
for Table Topics), Lois Beedie 
(Contest Chairman). 
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